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  Friday 10/21        7 am  -  3 pm 
 Saturday 10/22   7 am  -  3 pm  
 Sunday 10/23      7 am  -  noon 

Clean Out the Closets 
Clear out the Garage 

just Let it Go! 
It’s Time For 

Enchanted Valley 
Annual Garage Sale   



Deed Violation Summary 
September 2016 

  
Architectural Control Violations 3 

Clean Up Requests 43 

Lawn Maintenance 50 

Repair Requests 19 

Vehicle Violations 31 

Misc. 3 

 149 

 

If you receive a violation letter you can contact SCS 
Mgmt. to request additional time or request more 
information. 

Important Phone  
Numbers To Know 

 
Emergency  
Constable, Precinct 4  .......................................... 281-376-3472 
Sherriff Dispatch (non emergency) ...................... 713-221-6000 
Poison Control  ................................................1-800-764-7661 
 
Utilities: 
Centerpoint Energy—Gas 
   Customer Svce (report a leak)........................... 713-659-2111 
Centerpoint  Energy—Electricity 
   Customer Svce (Outage or line down) .............. 713-207-2222      
WCA Garbage Service ........................................ 281-368-8397 
Water District #113 ............................................. 713-937-1959 
 
Harris County 
Animal Control (dogs & cats) .............................. 281-999-3191 
Wildlife Removal Svce. (fee based)..................... 281-292-8866 
Health Department  ............................................. 281-439-6000 
 
Post Office 
Cypress  .............................................................. 281-373-0279 
Ace Hardware—Jones Road ................................ 281-469-8020 
 
Library 
NW Harris County .............................................. 281-370-2665 
LSC—Cy-Fair ..................................................... 281-890-2665 
 
Schools 
Millsap Elementary ............................................. 281-897-4470 
Hamilton Middle School ..................................... 281-320-7000 
Cy-Fair Sr. High  ................................................. 281-897-4600 
 
My Contact Numbers 
Mom ................................................................... ____________ 
 
Dad ..................................................................... ____________ 
 
Neighbor:  _________________________ .......... ____________ 
Or  
Neighbor:  _________________________ .......... ____________ 
 
Other:  ____________________________ .......... ____________ 
 
__________________________________ .......... ____________ 
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Enchanted Valley 
2016 Board and Committee Heads 

  

President ...................................................... Steve Thomson 
Vice President/Treasurer .................................. Lloyd Coker 
Secretary ...................................................... Rick Nickerson 
  
 

Directors 
Gene Tips       ......................... Bill Loving 
Cathey Spies           ............................................. Jason Folk 
  

 

Committee Heads 
 

Community Center Rental   
14910 Enchanted Valley Drive 

Contact SCS Management 
Beautification  ................................................. Laura Loving 
Communications Coordinator ........................... Cathey Spies 
(Marquees, Newsletter, Website) 
   Webmaster ............................................. Heidi Steinhagen 
Pool  ............................................................. Steve Thomson 
Swim Team  ..................................................... Tanya Lyroc 
Security  ....................................................... Steve Thomson 
Block Captains  ................................................ Cathey Spies 
 

Water Board Members 
 

President  ........................................................Ken Atchison 
Vice President  .............................................. Carl Linseisen 
Secretary .................................................... Keith Armstrong 
Asst. Secretary ...................................... Carolyn Maniscalco 
Director  ...................................................... Darren Hoyland  
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All are Invited 
 
All residents are welcome to attend the monthly EV HOA Board 
meetings. If you would like to address the board please contact 
SCS Management at (281) 463-1777 to be placed on the agenda. 
 
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month and begin at 7 
pm with a general session.  Visit www.enchantedvalley.org  for a 
copy of the agenda.   

 
 

The October meeting of the Water Board will be held on October 
11th at 14707 Dale Hollow. The meeting begins at 7:15 pm and 
is open to EV residents.  If you are curious about what is going 
on with the Water District, now’s your chance to find out!   
 

 
 
What’s going on with new developments around Enchanted 
Valley? Visit Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
website at: www.tceq.texas.gov  for updates.  Information is free 
to the public. 

Home Improvement Projects 
 
Please make sure that you complete all outside home 
improvement projects in a timely manner. Be considerate 
of your neighbors while working on your projects.  
Reminder—An approved ACC application is required for 
most outside projects.   

                      
                       Enchanted Valley 

Pumpkin Patches, Festivals  
and Halloween  

 
Ever notice how the month of October brings the kid 
out in all of us?  Whether it’s wandering around  
pumpkin patches to pick just the right gourd, attend 
festivals celebrating the fall season, or even loading up 
on candy that we tell ourselves we’ll hand out to little 
trick-or-treaters, The Enchanted Valley has you      
covered with an extensive list of where to go and what 
to do.  Following is just a sampling. For the full list, go 
to www.northwesthoustonkidstuff. If you still can’t 
find what you’re looking for, you really aren’t trying! 
 

Oil Ranch Pumpkin Patch and Scarecrow 
Festival  - Hockley, TX 

Enjoy pony rides, paddle boats, swimming, fishing, minia-
ture golf, train rides and other outdoor activities. Kids also 
can enjoy a petting zoo, stockyard maze, Indian village, 
milking cows and riding in hay wagons. Pumpkin patch is 
open    during the month of October. 

 

Matt Family Orchard - Tomball, TX 
Thirty-three acres are planted with pick-your-own fruit and 
berries. Harvest Festival offerings include dressing scare 
crows, a pumpkin patch, hayrides around 145 wooded acres, 
picnic tables, campfires, games and more. Reservations are 
required. 

 
Cypress United Methodist Church -Cypress 

Pumpkin patch is open from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily from 
Oct. 10-31. Admission is free and groups can be             
accommodated. Proceeds benefit future youth missions. 
Daycare c enters are welcome and encouraged to picnic with 
their classes and groups.  
 

Zomball in Tomball - Tomball, TX 

Enjoy the Creepy Caboose, Gotcha Gazebo, Menacing 
Maze, trunk-or-treat, music, food, games and a showing of 
"Hotel Transylvania" on a giant inflatable screen. The    
festivities start at 5 p.m. Oct. 11 at Depot Plaza. Free trick-
or-treat bags and a special gift for kids coming in costume 
will be available while supplies last.  

 
Howl-O-Ween Fest - Cypress, TX 

2013 Halloween pet festival takes place from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Oct. 25 in Bridgeland's Oak Meadow Park. Enjoy live 
performances, pet-oriented exhibitor booths, food trucks, 
costumes, candy and pumpkin carving. Most activities are 
free but proceeds and donations  benefit participating           
rescue groups.  

 

I’m here to help you decorate 
 
                            For October 
 

http://www.enchantedvalley.org
http://www.northwesthoustonkidstuff.com/index.php?option=com_mtree&task=viewlink&link_id=1139&Itemid=84
http://www.northwesthoustonkidstuff.com/index.php?option=com_mtree&task=viewlink&link_id=1139&Itemid=84
http://www.northwesthoustonkidstuff.com/index.php?option=com_mtree&task=viewlink&link_id=1133&Itemid=84
file:///E:/EV HOA/Newsletters/October 2016/pumpkin patches, festivals, halloween.docx
http://www.northwesthoustonkidstuff.com/index.php?option=com_mtree&task=viewlink&link_id=2694&Itemid=84
http://www.northwesthoustonkidstuff.com/index.php?option=com_mtree&task=viewlink&link_id=3890&Itemid=84
http://www.northwesthoustonkidstuff.com/index.php?option=com_mtree&task=viewlink&link_id=2705&Itemid=84
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Continued ………. 

STREET LIGHTS 
 
As homeowners, you are paying for the light-
ing of the streets in your neighborhood.     
Billing is based on the number of poles within 
the subdivision.  If the lights are not working, 
we are wasting money.  If you see lights that 
are out, get the number on the pole and the 
nearest address and call Center Point Energy 
at 713-207-2222. 

                       Enchanted Valley 

So how much was this immediate credit? 

“Just under  $10,000.” 

Excuse me? 

“Just under $10,000 from the electric company. 

“We have also negotiated the lowest rate possible, as they 
know we have members of the board that deal with     
energy companies on a regular basis in business, and they 
do not want to lose our business for overcharging again. 

“We of course will have to keep an eye on them, but we 
already are reaping the rewards through under-budget 
operation of the HOA and upcoming accelerated project 
funding.” 

 Thanks, Lloyd, awesome job! 

    

……….continued  Shedding Some Light 
 

Do you review your utility bills when you get them?  
Would you recognize an error if it wasn’t an obvious one? 
Most of us give our utility bills a cursory once-over and if 
the amount seems to be in line with what we have been 
paying, give or take an excessively hot month, we don’t 
usually question it.  But here’s how the diligence of one 
Board member paid off.   

 Lloyd  Coker, has been on the HOA Board for going on 
11 years and has used his experience  in the HVAC and 
Energy Management Industries with contracting and    
contract negotiations as well as issue resolution skill sets 
to help our community and board maintain a “common 
sense” approach to matters at hand.   

A few years back he was Vice President of the HOA.  “I 
began scrutinizing our budgets and financials, then in the 
past two years I have been assigned the roll of paying the 
bills as well. This allowed me to feel the financial impact 
each month when paying the electric bills.”   

That’s when he first saw the irregularity.  “I noticed that 
we received two invoices from our electrical provider:  one 
for clubhouse and pool areas, and one for street lighting. 

“One of my rolls during my personal/professional career 
has been that of an Energy Engineer & Energy Project  
Developer. We would often find energy providers and  
distributors charging for services that were either over  
stated or not provided at all, as well as many organizations 
that were paying taxes that were not applicable under their 
non-profit status; hospitals, churches, not-for-profit       
organizations paying sales tax, for example 

 “I researched our contracts for the HOA and found that 
for the street lights, we were slated as a “non-profit”     
organization and therefore tax exempt. Our contract noted 
our “tax exempt” status as well. I requested a copy of all 
our past invoices with the current provider, and once     
received, I noted that we were paying full scale taxes for 
the street light electrical invoices.” 

Why didn’t the tax exempt status apply to the clubhouse 
and pool areas  in addition to the street lights?  It’s because 
the clubhouse and pool are not open to the general public 
and the street lighting is obviously for use by the general 
public, so the HOA was tax exempt from paying full scale 
taxes on the public street lights. 

“I demanded an audit and refund of all taxes paid to that 
provider. They came up with several excuses and minor 
attempts at stating they could only go back so far, but in 
the end we received credits for their entire service period 
with our HOA.” 

Words of Wisdom 
 

Be careful when you blindly  
follow the masses. 

 
Sometimes the M is silent. 
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scarce, but not so tame and plentiful as other game. The family 
did not want for meat. Bread, however, was a precious        
commodity. In fact, they almost had to do without for what  
Rebecca felt was a distressingly long time until an influx of 
settlers began in 1832.  In the interim, the Bedias Indians     
provided an edible, if not palatable, alternative they called 
“pontuck”, which was made from a local root we know as   In-
dian Breadroot. The downside to the arrival of more settlers, 
though, was that as more settlers arrived, the friendly wild game 
began to move off westward. 
 
THE ARRIVAL OF MORE SETTLERS 
In some ways it was an easy matter for settlers to settle land, 
since they didn’t have to buy it, merely had to settle on it and it 
was theirs.  Building and fencing, on the other hand, was not so 
easy.  There was neither wire nor lumber.  Homes in the       
Cypress area were made of logs that had to be cut and hauled 
from pine forests. The forests were so thick that settlers waded 
in with their axes, located suitable trees, felled them, hauled 
them out to their home sites to split their boards and rails.  The 
cracks in the houses were covered with mud and moss.  
 
The resulting homes were not so visually appealing as they 
were sturdy enough to withstand a hurricane. 

                                     Enchanted Valley 

A Day in the Life of 
the Burnetts of Cypress, Texas 

 
In 2016, new residents moving into Enchanted Valley are    
welcomed with paved, well-lit streets, water at their command 
from a tap, manicured lawns and leash laws.  As an old saying 
goes, “We’ve come a long way, baby!”  Here’s a small peek 
into the area through the eyes of Rebecca Burnett, courtesy of 
Cypress Historical Society. 
 
Rebecca Caroline Burnett was one of ten children borne to 
Mattthew and Sarah (Sallie) Burnett, but the names of only  
seven children are known today: six girls and one boy. Rebecca 
was just a baby when the family settled on Big Cypress Creek, 
then called Cypress Bayou. At that time Big Cypress Creek 
merged with Little Cypress Creek to form Cypress Creek.  It 
eventually emptied into Spring Creek near Lake Houston.  Her 
written memoirs of the family’s experiences during these years 
are the only written Burnett records known.  They truly are a 
window of the daily activities of settlers of the period. 
 
By the turn of the new century, it would be reported by the 
Houston Post that “In No State of the Union is there to be found 
so much love and veneration for the pioneers of the             
commonwealth as in Texas…few of the States in the Union 
have such a remarkable history as this. The early settlement of 
the country, the bloody struggle of the sturdy Texans…and the 
final triumph and the ultimate merging of the republic which 
resulted into the great United States, afforded plenty of        
opportunity for the exercise of brain and brawn and bravery, 
and that these opportunities were improved to the utmost history 
demonstrates very forcibly.” 
 
This was the country the Burnetts knowingly travelled to from 
Arkansas in 1831 as members of Stephen F. Austin’s coloniza-
tion of the area.  Rebecca recalled that her father was the first 
settler to build a log home on Cypress Creek. It was twenty-four 
miles north of the city of Houston.  Their nearest Anglo-
American neighbors were Solomon Brown, the Abram Roberts 
family and the Samuel McCarly family, all of whom settled on 
Spring Creek about fifteen miles away in an area that became 
known as New Kentucky. Within three years, eight more Span-
ish land grants were awarded along Spring Creek.  A small vil-
lage of friendly Bedias Indians lived near the Burnett home on 
Cypress Creek. The family soon formed a fast friendship with 
these Indians, led by their chief Francisco  Fernando.     
 
The land around Matthew Burnett’s home site was largely open 
prairie which was periodically interrupted by timber growing 
along Cypress Creek. In Rebecca’s memoirs, she relates that in 
those days the trees where Houston stands now (1900), were 
full of wild turkey from sundown until sun up and that bison 
spent the hot ours of the day under the same trees.  It was not 
uncommon to see a herd of fifty deer come up within gunshot of 
the house at mid day and graze undisturbed.  Lobo wolves 
would catch chickens out of the trees in the yard at night (as 
there were no chicken coops to house the birds) and even     
venture under the house after a pig or a puppy. Prairie chickens 
would cover the yard and cowpen fences in the morning and 
crow until the sun was high.  Bears were not by any means 

 
 

GET YOUR NEWSLETTERS HERE! 

Pick up your free copy  at the Main Marquee on  

Enchanted Valley Drive   

      OR 

Subscribe to have your monthly copy e-mailed  

directly to you  

 OR 

Visit the Enchanted Valley website: 
www.enchantedvalley.org  and read it online.     

Got an idea for news story?  Someone on your street you want 
to spotlight? Something going on that is newsworthy?  

Contact the Communications Coordinator at (832) 484-3681. 

Continued ………. 

………..Continued  

http://www.enchantedvalley.org
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EV Beauty 
 

It’s almost autumn in Cypress.  The traditional yard sale 
is this month; pumpkins and scarecrows will be popping 
up all over the subdivision.   
October (before the first frosts) is the perfect time to 
divide/replant bulbs.  Lift the clump, shake off the soil, 
and divide them.  Replant into other areas of your garden, 
water, and enjoy the additional color in the spring. 
 

Laura’s Landscape 
 

Water Gardens / Koi ponds can be “Beauties” or “Beasts” 
in our yards.    Nothing makes beauties out of the beasts 
more than years of experience and seeking the help of 
local or online water garden experts. 

 
 

Autumn is the season to “winterize” our ponds. How? 
 

Remove debris from the bottom (use a long-pole fish 
net). 

Remove any dead plants and containers and trim the 
water lilies back to one-inch above the base of the 
plant.  The lily containers can overwinter in the pond. 

Clean the UV light if you have one. They help to keep 
algae at bay. 

Clean submersible pumps and return to the pond. 
Place a pond net over the water to protect the fish from 

predators (cranes, raccoons, etc.) as well as catch the 
falling leaves preventing additional debris buildup 
during the winter. 

 

TIP:   cut back on fish food (even if they beg) when the 
water temperature (WATER, not ambient) drops to 
about 55 degrees.   

 

TIP: Ice covering the top of the water for a day or two 
should not harm the fish if your pond has a water 
depth of 24 to 36 inches at some point. 

The content of the Enchanted Valley Echo newsletter, any Enchanted Valley social media platform postings, and 
www.enchantedvalley.org is provided for information purposes only. For full disclaimer visit www.enchantedvalley.org. 

No Soliciting 
(Unless You Have Cookies) 

 
Do you need a new roof? Pest 
control? Books, cleaning products, a 
new vacuum cleaner?  If you live in 
suburbia, you have either been 
approached by door-to-door 
solicitors, or you will be approached.  
It isn’t a question of If, but When 

they will come knocking.  Don’t get me wrong, some 
people are excited to talk to these visitors to their doorstep. 
Companies send out hundreds of reps to neighborhoods all 
over the nation to set appointments, sell products, or offer 
services.  So, it must be an effective marketing strategy.   
 

But what about those who don’t want  uninvited strangers 
at the door trying to convince them we NEED whatever it is 
they are hawking.  How do you get rid of solicitors?  
 

For the answer to this, we turned to the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Department, who had these suggestions: 
 

There are ways to avoid having to deal with door to door 
sales and solicitations. The Supreme Court of the United 
States has repeatedly ruled that while many local laws that 
restrict solicitation are unconstitutional, privately posted 
signs are a legitimate way to tell salespeople to leave you 
alone. In the words of one Supreme Court opinion, “The 
Court has traditionally respected the right of a householder 
to bar, by order or notice, solicitors, hawkers, and peddlers 
from his property.” Put differently, by posting a sign that 
states that you do not want to receive solicitors, you are 
effectively telling anyone attempting to solicit that they are 
not welcome on your property. In almost any part of the 
United States, those who remain on your property against 
your express instructions are breaking the law.  
In our state, it is called Criminal Trespass.  
 

The best way to keep a solicitor from ringing your doorbell 
or knocking on your door is a NO SOLICITING sign 
posted in a conspicuous location at the front entry, and 
maybe even on a gate or fence. Most r eputable 
companies who actively employ door to door sales persons 
or solicitors instruct their folks not to solicit where it is 
posted not to. 
 

Call the Sheriff’s dispatch center at 713-221-6000 to report 
any solicitors who do not respect your space. A deputy will 
come check them out, identify them, and let them know 
they received a complaint. If charges are warranted, they 
will be filed.  

http://www.enchantedvalley.org
http://www.enchantedvalley.org


Enchanted Valley Echo Page 7 

                       Enchanted Valley 

  October  2016   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

           1 

 

 2  3 
HOA Mtg. 

7pm 

 4 
  

 5 

 
  
  

6 7 8 

 
  
  

9 10 
 Columbus Day 

 
School Holiday 
  

11 
 Water Board 

7pm 
 

College Night 

12 

 
College Night 
 

13 14 15 

 
  
  

16 17 18 19 

 
  
  

20 21 
EV Garage 

Sale 
7am-3pm 

22 

 
Garage Sale 

7am-3pm  
  

23  
Garage Sale 
7am-noon 

24 25 26 

 
  

27 28 29 

 
  
  

 30  31 
Halloween 

     

  Notes:     = Garbage Day. Heavy trash pickup is Saturday 

Preparing for College?  
 

Okay, you’ve come to terms that college is now a real option in 
your life plan.  Now what?  Cypress Fairbanks ISD is a good 
start. 
 

College Night  
Berry Center  
Oct. 11 - Oct. 12, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
 

Browse and visit with representatives from over 200 colleges, 
universities, technical, and specialty schools as well as all 
branches of the military and the US service academies. All 11th 
& 12th grade students and their parents are invited to attend this 
FREE event.   
 
 

FAFSA - Financial Aid Night  
Berry Center 
Oct. 18  
 

For more information contact: 
Cypress-Fairbanks ISD 
10300 Jones Road 
Houston, Texas 77065  
Phone: (281) 897-4000 

Halloween 
  

The origins of Halloween date back to the ancient 
Celtic      festival of Samhain (pronounced sow-in). 
The Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago in the area that 
is now Ireland, the United Kingdom and northern 
France, celebrated their new year on November 1.   
 

The word Halloween is derived from the old words All Hallows 
Even (All Hallows Evening) because it was the eve of All Hal-
lows Day (I November). Hallow is an old word for saint and 
today we call 1 November All Saints Day.  
 

In the mid-19th century Irish and other immigrants took       
Halloween customs to the USA and by 1900 it was a popular     
festival. Playing pranks were common. 
 

The Irish also hollowed out turnips and put candles in them. In 
the USA the turnip became a pumpkin. 
 

The custom of children playing trick or treat at Halloween 
seems to have begun in the USA in the early 20th century alt-
hough it only became really popular in the mid-20th century - 
around the same time costumes started appearing in stores. 
 
 

http://www.cfisd.net/en/calendar/college-night2/?eID=1134
http://www.cfisd.net/en/calendar/fafsa-financial-aid-night/?eID=1115

